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Talking points

During the period 2017—2019, the Permanent Forum has been using
integrated approaches such as high-level panels, expert reports, and cross-
cutting themes to bring emerging and critical issues indigenous peoples
are facing to the global agenda.

In response to the inputs and feedback received, in 2018 and 2019 the

Forum incorporated an innovative approach to its methods of work.
The aim is to strike a strategic balance in providing space for indigenous
peoples. Member States, United Nations entities and others to share good
practices and challenges for implementing the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and for the Forum members to formulate
expert advice and policy recommendations on how to address these
issues and as a way forward.

To this end, the Forum has instituted the following methodology for its
annual sessions:

a) The first week of the Forum is devoted to plenary discussions on key
themes that deserve greater attention;

b) During the second week, members of the Forum hold informal

meetings with representatives of indigenous peoples. Member States,
and UN entities. The purpose of these meetings is to draw on
information presented during the first week, and channel this into
policy recommendations that are strategic, focused and actionable;

c) Simultaneous regional dialogues are also held during the second week
— with indigenous peoples and Member States from the seven socio-
cultural regions so that Permanent Forum Members can conduct
focused inter-active discussions on issues relevant to the regions.

Due to the contributions, participation and focused
recommendations of the Permanent Forum as well as the work of

indigenous peoples' organizations and representatives, indigenous
priorities have been included in the major global frameworks. This
includes the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the



Commission on the Status of Women as well as other policy processes
of the UN System in general. These global agendas provide valuable
opportunities to advance indigenous peoples' rights at the policy level,
to be followed through at the operational level.

•  In the coming years, the central priority will be to ensure that the
aspirations of development agreements are translated into concrete
improvements in the lives of indigenous peoples and in achieving
indigenous peoples' rights as enshrined in the UN Declaration. The
Permanent Forum continues to provide expert advice to ensure that
indigenous peoples' rights are fully understood, respected and
promoted in the implementation, follow-up, and review of the global
agendas.

•  The members of the Permanent Forum have been actively promoting
and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples at various levels in
their own spheres of influence, including global, regional, national,
and community levels.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Indigenous Women

•  The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has been providing input
and analysis to the ongoing process on the 2030 Development Agenda,
working in close cooperation with the Indigenous Peoples' Major
Group. It has included a standing agenda item on the 2030
Development Agenda in its sessions, to gather inputs and suggestions
on better integrating the rights of indigenous peoples into this process,
at global, regional and national level.

Indigenous peoples' collective rights to lands, territories, and resources

•  Over the years, the Permanent Forum has repeatedly stressed that
ensuring the collective rights of indigenous peoples to lands,
territories, and resources are essential not only for their well-being but
also for addressing some of the most pressing global challenges, such
as climate change and environmental degradation.

•  The theme of the seventeenth session of the Permanent Forum in 2018

was "Indigenous peoples' collective rights to lands, territories, and
resources". The aim was to identify challenges, advances, and
opportunities as well as to highlight actions to be taken by Member
States, United Nations entities and other stakeholders.



•  With regard to recommendations from the seventeenth session that

deal with collective rights to lands and territories, and more
specifically, the experiences from indigenous autonomies (paragraphs
7 to 11 and 22), a technical meeting on indigenous autonomies was
organized and took place in March 2019 in Mexico. It was co-
convened by the Permanent Forum, the Special Rapporteur on the

rights of indigenous peoples, IWGIA, and the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights, with the support of the Indigenous
Peoples and Development Branch/SPFII.

Implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

at regional and national levels

•  Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues actively
participate at regional and national policy and programming events, to
raise awareness of the rights of indigenous peoples, and to advocate
for greater attention to and action on these rights at the country level.

•  You can find more information on this matter in document

E/C.19/20I9/4

International Year of Indigenous Languages

•  Since its inception, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has
expressed concern for threatened indigenous languages and has been

formulating and advocating for policies to overcome this critical
situation. DESA organized two expert group meetings in response to

recommendations of the Forum.

•  Following on from a recommendation of the 2016 expert group
meeting on indigenous languages, the Forum endorsed the

recommendation for an international year to draw attention to the
urgent need to protect indigenous languages (see E/2017/43). Based
on this, the General Assembly decided to proclaim 2019 as the

International Year of Indigenous Languages (A/RES/71/178),
requesting UNESCO to serve as the United Nations lead organization
for the International Year.

•  The Permanent Forum is represented by Ms. Aysa Mukabenova who
represents the Forum on the Steering Committee on the organization
of the 2019 International Year of Indigenous Languages (20191YIL).



The Indigenous Peoples and Development Branch / SPFII is also a
member of the Steering Committee, and together with UNESCO
provides guidance for and monitoring of the overall implementation of
the International Year within the framework of the action plan,
including helping with the mobilization of financial resources,
supporting the establishment of initiatives by indigenous peoples, and
overseeing a report to the United Nations at the end of the year.


